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Tb« reputation of Mr. Darwin ai a le'ientil

naturaliit will challenge attention to tliii volum
no leaa than tba novelty and boldneai of th« vie*
which it aturounce«. Hi» name ii familiar to tl
«tudenta of phyiical science, by hit admirable m
lative of tbe reiearchei which be oonducted whi
Bttached to the exploring expedition in tha Bang
ander Cept Fitzroy, from 1832 to 1836, and oth
writing! in which a fine rein of philosophy ii bien
sd with accurate and vigorous description.
Oa hit return from that voyage, nearly twent;

five yean ago, he became convinced that certai
facto, which he had observed, in tbe distribution
tbe inhabitants of South America, and in the ge<
logical relation« of the prevent to the pait tnhab
tanto ofthat continent, might throw not a little ligt
on tha myiterioui queitioo of the origin of ipecie:
AiUr the lapie of five year», which appear to hav
been mainly devoted to other labor», though in
aimilar field, he took tbe mbject in hand, and fo
the lait lixteen yean ha» devoted to it« inveitigatioi
the moat diligent inquiry, ipread over a vast rang
Sf farta, and no cotainon power of minute analysi
and logical dedustion. Nor doei he regard hi
work ai yet in a itate of completion, although iu!
ficieiit'y advanced to satisfy hi» mind of the correct
neu of hu theory. The- advice of inch eminen
ec'rri'.ific men a» Sir Chariei Ljell and Dr. Hooke
has iiidoc4«d him to publish this volume, in íU presen
form, although it claims only to be an i inperlee
abstract of hii iriearchei and ipeouUtions.
The aardinal doctrine of the work, a» set forth b

Mr. Darwin, ii that the vario« loeciei, into whici
the animal and vegetable kingdoms have been di
Tided by aaturaltata, are not immutable; that th
idea of the lepante and independent creation o

each apeciei is an error; aud tbit those belongin
to the same genen are lineal descendant« of boom

other extinct ipecioe, in the lame manner as th

aoknowledged varietiei of any one species are the
descendants of that ipeeiea.

In order to veiify his conclusion! by the itudy oi
B ipecial group, Mr. Darwin lelected that of the
domeitic p-.geon, as affording the most convenient
teat and i_u»tratn>n of his theory. Hi» observation!
on this clan of birdi, were profound and curiooi.
Every breed which he could purchase or obtain wai

brought into nil dovecote. lie procured an assort¬

ment of skins from lèverai quarten of the world.
Hi« etudied treatiaea on pigeonain various language!,
became a member of London pigeon club«, and the
aaeociato ofeminent pigeon Inicien. The astonish¬
ing dtveniry of breed! is well known. Even the
same« of the varietiei demand a ipecial dictionary.
Look at the wondeiful difference in the beak« of the
Ï- tigtikh carrier and tbe ibort-faced tu-nber, and iee

tha ooixeaponding differences entailed upon the
akuá. The barb ii allied to the carrier, but initeid
oi a very long beak, hai one very ihort and very
broad. Tbe pouter has a body, wings, and legs of
amazing length, and iti ludicrously inflated crop is
B matter of amusement. The turbit has a very short
ar.d eoaieal beak with b line of reversed featben
down the breast; the jacobin has feathers so

much rev*, raed along the back of the neck that they
fvini a hood; tne trumpeter and laugher have a

peealiar coo; thetaatail has thirty or even forty tail
fealben, instead oftwelve or fourteen, like the rest of
tbe pigeon family ; several other less distinct bre**di
might be specified. The difference« in the skeleton
an aa lee» strongly marked than in the external
organization. Tne period at which the perfect
plumage ii acquired varie«. So does tbe down with
wB'ich the nestling« are clothed when batched. The
«Jupe aad atze of the egga vary. The manner of
flight ii peculiar in the dillerent breedi; and io in
many oí them, aie tbe voice« and disposition.
Eti-ry er-ithologiat would regard these breeds as

dietiiict, well-defined specie», if not indeed, as be¬
longing to different genen. Now maintains Mr.
Darwin, great as are the d.iTt-rences between the
breed« of pigeons, they have all descended, as moat
tatoralists, in fact, admit, from a single stock, that
t.f tie rock pigeon. We need not here go into tbe
arguments by which he supports hii position. The
case is mentioned a» an illuatretion of the manner

in v.bich he tracei existing direnity to original
snity.

Starting, then, from a common point, how are the
ini umerable varieties to be accounted forT Some
tnVe-t n ay be due to the external oonditioui of life;
a» me, perhaps, to habit; but such agenciaa are cer¬

ta n'} rut »urrieient to explain the difference» of a

race-torse and a cart-hone, a greyhound and a

biindbtuud, a earlier and a tumbler pigeon. Tie
powtr of adaptation in our domesticated races to
the ii-e or fancy of man is no doubt wonderful,
bone variation! of this kind may have arisen sud-
dec'y, and by a »irgle step, as in the turnspit dog or

the »ceon sheep; but this does not tell tbe whole
»t« ry. All the breedi were not at once produced in
their prtBiit improved forms; tbe secret ii to be
found in man's power of accumulative selection.
Nature giv-ea lueeowive variations; man integrates
them in certain direction«, for convenience and
utility ; tint! in tbii tense he may be laid to make
for himself useful breedi. Toe lame principle! are

followed by horticulturist»; but the variations are

here often more abrupt. No one supposes that our

choiceit piiodttctions have been established by a

am g le Variation from the original itock. The
eteadily increasing aize of the common gooseberry,
for instance, has been the result of luccessaive ex¬

perimento. Tne continued selection of alight varia¬

tions, either in tbe leave*, the flowers, or the fruit,
will produce racei diffèrent from each other chiefly
in theae character». But the effect of what may
be called unconicioui selection ii still more import»
aat. Tbii iriiei from every ene trying to poiieii
the best individual animal without reference
to the improvement of the stock. Tiu« a inn

who intends to keep pointer«, naturally trie« to
IsSBtrare tito beat doga, and afterward breada from
the beat ia kii pack, but without the ilighteit idea
of permanently altering the bread. Still this pro-
©eis, continued during eenturiei, could not fail to
pTodsee remarkabk and permanent effect«. Thai
there ii reaionto believe that KingCharlei'i ipaaiel
has been unconsciously modified to a great extent
ainee the time of that monarch. Many excellent
autsoritiea are of opinion that the letter is directly
derived from the ipaniel, aad hai probably been
starry altered from iti It ¿a certain that the En-
(_¦_ patatar has been greatly changed within the
last eeatary, chit fly by croaaei with the fox hound«.
fcaft in aa gradual and unmnaetoaa a manner that
tbiTBgh the old Engliih pointer certainly came trom
Spain, at preaent if we may believe Mr. Borrow,
tien m no native dog which nsemble» him ia that
souatry. Ia like manner, by a eareful prooan of
aaiffffTtni aad trainiag, the English race-hone hai
sbsbs ta «arpan ia asff-nsi and liie the original
JLrab «tack. Tha cattle af England save alto its«
aruaaffd im weight aad is early matarity, compared

with tbe itock formerly kept If we thai oo npi
the account! given in old pigeon treatiiei of carril
and tumblen, with tboie breedi ai now existing
Britain, India, and Penia, wecm readily trace I

.tage« through which they have inaemibly pus«
and come to differ «o greatly from the rock pige«
In planta tbe aame gradual proceto of impro«

ment through the oecMioual preaervation of t

beet inditiduaii may be recognixed in tbe increis

.ire and beauty now to be seen in the varietiei

the heartsease, rose, pelargonium, dahlia, and oth

planto, when compared with the oWer varietiei
with their parent stocks. No one expecti to obti

a first-rete heartieaie or dahlia from the aeed of
wild plant, or a firet-rete melting pear from t

seed of the wild pear. Thii fruit, though oultivat-
in classical times, appear» to have been of very i
ferior quality. Great surprise is often «pressed
the «kill of gardeners in having produced au

splendid result« from such poor material!, But tl
art hai bet n limpie, and, ai far ai the final reiult
conoerned, has been followed almost unconiciouil
It has consisted in always cultivating the be
known variety, sowing it« seeds, and when a sligh
ly better variety has chanced to appear, selecting i
and so onward. The gardenen of the classic
period, who cultivated the beat pear they could pn
cure, never thought what iplendid fruit would I

enjoyed at this remote day, though it is due,
some degree at least, to their having natural
chocen and preserved the best varietiei they cou

find.
The application of theie principle! to organi

being! in a itate of nature is not difficult. No oc

supposes that all the individuals of the si~e»-x

ciei are cast in the very same mold. But the ind
vidual ditierencos, luch as are known frequently t

appear in the offspring from the «aine parent»
afford material» for natural «»lection to accumula.
in the aame manner as man can artificially accuinu

late individual difference:. in hii domesticate«! pre
ductiom. It ii a miatake ef naturalist! to luppo»
thcit important organs never vary. Tbe varieties«
in fact, are so great, that in the floras of specia
countriri drawn np by different bot mist», a surpris
ing number of forms have been ranked by on

botanist as genuine specie«, and by another as mer

varieties. The same is true of the animal» in dif
ferent areas. Many of the birds and insect« ii
North America and in Europe which differ ver

»lightly from each other, have been ranked by om

eminent laturalist as undoubted specie«, and b;
another as varietiei, er, as they are often called, a

geographical races. Tbe term species, accordingly
is regarded by Mr. Darwin as one arbitrarily giver
for the sake of convenience to a set of individaah
closely resembling each other, and not essential!1
differing from the term variety, which is given t<

leas diitinct and more fluctuating formt. The tern
variety, again, in comparison with mere individua
difference«, is also applied arbitrarily, aad for the
sake of convenience.
We are now prepared to advance another step,

and to approach the question as to the origin ol

species in nature. How hare tbe exquisite adapta¬
tions of one part of the organization to another

part, and to the conditions of life, and of one dis¬
tinct organic being to another being, bee i perfect¬
ed ? '1 hese beautiful adaptations are ia every part
of tbe organic world. Weaee them in the relations
of the woodpecker ind mistletoe; in the humblest
parasite which clings to the hairs of a quadruped or

the feathers of a bird; in the plumed seed which is

wafted by the gentlest breeze. How is it, again,
that minute varieties become ultimately converted
into distinct species, which in most case« obviously
differ from each other far more than do the vari¬
eties of the same species ? All theie reiult«.«nd
here is a cardinal point in Mr. Darwin'i theory.
tollow inevitably from the straggle for life. Owing
to this struggle, any variation, however slight, if it
be in any degree profitable to an individual of any
species, in its infinitely complex relations to other

organic beings and to external nature, will tend to
the preservation of that individual, and will gen¬
erally be inherited by its offspring. The offspring,
alio, will thui bate a better chance of lurviving,
for of the many individuals of any specie« which
ate periodically born, but a small number can sur¬

vive. This principle, by whicheach slight variation,
if ut-eful, is preserved, ia called by the author, natu¬
rel »election, in order to mark iti relation to man'i
power of seleetioB. Man by selection can certainly
produce great resulta, and can adapt organic being«
to hii own Hie», through the accumulation of alight
but useful variations, given to him by the hand of
nature. Bat nature! selection is a power inces¬
santly ready for action, and is as far superior to
man's feeble effort!, as the worki of nature are

superior to those of art.
Tbe struggle for existence, which is at the foun¬

dation of the principle of natural selection, in¬
cludes sot only the life of the individual, but
success in leaviag progeny. Two canine animals
in a time of dearth may be truly aaid to struggle
will eaeh other which «hall get food and live. But
tbe term is used in a larger aenie. A plant on the
edge of a desert ii laid to struggle for life against
the drouth; bat a plant which annually produce« a

thousand seed», of which on an average only one

cornea to maturity, may more truly be said to
struggle with the plants of the same and other
kinds which already elothe the ground. A struggle
for existence inevitably follow» from the high rate
at which all organic beings tend to increase. Every
being, which during its natural lifetime produces
several seeds or eggs,must suffer destruction during
some period of its Lie, and during some season or

occasional year, otherwise, on tbe principle of geo¬
metrical increase, its numben would Boon become
M inordinately great that no country could support
the product Hence as more individuals are pro¬
duced than can possibly survive, there must in

every eise be a struggle for existence, either one

individual with another of the same apecie«, or

with the individuals of distinct specie«, or with the
physical conditions of life. This is the doctrine of
Malthus applied with manifold force to the whole
animal and vegetable kingdoms; for in this case

tbere can be no artificial increase of food, and no

prudential restraint« from marriage.
Throughout the whole realm of nature, it may be

aaid that every single organic being is itriving to
tbe utmost to increase in numben; that each lires

by a struggle at «orne period of it« life; and that

heavy destruction inevitably falls either on the

joung or old, during each génération, or at recur¬

rent intervals. Lighten any check, mitigate the
deitruetion ever io little, and the number of the

species will almoit initantaneouily increase to any
«mount.
But how doe« thi« itruggle for existence bear

upon tbe principle of natural «election, in relation
to the production of varietiei 1 Hare U the an¬
swer. Ai variationi useful to man have undoubt¬
edly occurred, ao we must expect that other varia¬
tions useful in soma way to each being m the great
ard eomplrx battle of Ufe, should also ocaur in tbe
eouree of thousand« of générerions. Ifsuoh do oc»

cur, it oan sesreely be doubted that individual» po
aeaairg any advantages, bowerer slight, over other
would bare the best chance of larriring sad perpe
uating their kind. Oa the other hand, it it evidei
that any variation in tbe lcait degres injurio'
would be rigidly destroyed. The prêterration
favorable variation!, and the rejection of iojurioi
variation!, ii then what ii meant by Mr. Darwin i

natural lelection. To underitand the probsb
courte of this principle, take the cue sf a count
undergoing (otne physical change, for instan, e,
climate. The proportionsl numb, n of its iohs.
taUiti would alcuoit inatantly undergo s change, a_

.ome ipeciei might become extinct. Any change
the numerical proportion! of aome of the inhab
tanta, independently of theohange sf climate itse!
would most i.riuu-!y affect many of the others,
the country were open on iti borden, new fora
w-ould certainly immigrate, and thit alto would «

riouily disturb tbe relation! of tome of the form»

inhabitant!. Thin every alight modification whic

might chacee to ariae in the courie of aget, an

which in any way favored the individuali of any <

tbe peciea, by better adapting them to their a

tered condition, would tend to bo preserved; an

nntural _el__t-on would thus have free icope fa
the work of improvement.
To illustrate the action of this principle mor

particularly, take the case of a wolf, which prey
on virioui animali.securing lome by craft, torn

by strcr-gth, and some by fleetnetn. Suppose tha
the fleetest prey, a deer, for initance, had, from an

change in the country, increaaed in numbers, o

that any other prey had decreased in numbendurin,
that aeaion of tbe year when the wolf ii bardei

pressed for food. Can it be doubted that the iwift
eit and slimmest wolvca would have the beat chanc.
of surviving, snd ao be preserved or lelected, pro
tided that they retained sufficient itrength to mai
ter their prey, when they might be compelled t<
depend on aome other animait. Even without an-

change in the proportional number of animal* ot

which tbe wolf preyed, a cub might be born with at

innate tendency to pursue certain kind* of prey
Tbia cannot be deemed improbable, when w«

obaerve auch great diflerencei in the natural tenden
ciei of our domestic animali; one cat, for instance,
taking to catch rat*; another, mice; one bringin«
home winged game; another, bare* or rabbit*; and
another hunting on manhy ground, and almost
nightly catching woodeocki or inipe. Now, if any
alight innate change of habit, or of structure, bene¬
fited an indi« idual wolf, it would have the beat
chance of lurriving, and of leaving offspring. Some
of its joui g would probably inherit the ïame habita
or structure, and, by the repetition of thu procela,
a new variety might he formed, which would either
aupplant or roe x i at with the parent form of wolf.
We need not follow the author in his varioui ap¬

plication! of thii principle, ai we have aimed to

give a general idea of hi« method, rather than to
elucidate it in iti complicated and intricate detail*.
Hit rnaaaininga are almott al»vayi ingeniosa and
striking, and are prêtent«, with fairneat aad an evi¬
dent love (f truth. Though the concluaiona at
which Mr. Darwin haa arrived are widely di-T.rent
from received opinion!, he never betray« s love of
paradox, or a deaire to startle or rarpriae bu
reader by extraordinary itatementi. He posseaaei
the modetty of true actence, snd though he often
dealt in conjecture!, be never fail* to bring s plauii-
ble array of facia in their »apport. It ia not eaty
to lee bow far he pushes the application of hit
theory. On thii point, hi* language ii ambiguous,
and ai it appear« to ua, often incouaiateut. Some¬
time., he would K-etn to ahrink from _oneluin.ni,
tow ard w hich he it impelled by tbe foroe of logic.
Hi* mind, we imagine, u (till in a state of luapenae,
deeply irt-preued by the ratait of ohtervatioai whieh
present the kingdom* of nature in a near light, but
icarcely prepared to accept their legitimate eonae-

quencea. Inder auch circonstance*, he cao hardly
look for an intelligent atssnt on the part of his read¬
er!. Thui he aiterl« that animal* have detceoded
from at mint only four or five progenitor«, and

planta from an equal or smaller Dumber. At tbe
sanu* time, he arguet, that analogy would lead
.till farther, and »uggeot the belief that all
iinimiil* and planta have deae.nd»»d from tome

one prototype. All living thing* have much in
common, in their chemical con_p<_ai_ion, their ger¬
minal veiiclei, their cellular itructare, and their
law* of growth and reproduction. Thi* is seen
eves in ao trifling a circumstance aa that the lamc

poitoD often aiiuilarlj affects planti and animal*.
Tbe poison n-creted by the gall-fly produ-es moo-

atroua growth» on the wild rose or oak-tree.
Hence, coarludes Mr. Darwin, we may infer from
analogy that probably all the organic being! which
have ever lived on thii earth have descended from
aome one primordial form, into which Life wa« firat
breathed. The whole biitory sf the world, ai at
present known, although of a length quite inoom-
prcheciihle by ui, will hereafter be recognized as a

mere fragment of time, compared with the aget
which have elapsed sine.« the tînt creature, the
progenitor of innumerable extinct and living de¬
scendants, waa created. Thia statement, in ap¬
parent contradiction with the general bearing of
the volume, ia infticiently revolutionär) in ita
character, in spite of the iataffable »ruietueat with
which it it announced. It fully throw* down the
gauntlet to the whole scientific world, and will
doubt lei« call forth an Lnteoectual conflict of no

little iutereit.
»

THE FATE OF SIB JOHN FRANKLIN.
1 NARHATlVh OK THY. llllkOVKR. OK THK -ATE

OK KIR JOHN FRANKLIN AND HIM COMPA.MOMI.
By Captain M'Cliitocb, R. N I.I. D. |o..Tt» Ttckoor

Immediately after the return of Dr. Rae, ia 1*354,
with lome relict of Kir John Franklin'. expedition,
Lady Franklin determined to appropriate the re¬

mainder of her fortune (already much exhausted by
previoui searchei) to an exploration of the lo.sli-
taei in which the last tracei of her hniband had
been discovered. Tto Government had declined
taking any part in further enterpri.es for that par¬
póte, from a conviction that, as there wai no pros¬
pect of saving life, it would be wrong to expose the
?flicers and men to the peril* itiieparable from luch
u undertaking. Lady Franklin, accordingly, at
»ce commenced preparing to tend out an expedi¬
tion, equipped and itored at her own expense.
Several friends sf the cause, including some of the
moat distinguished identifie men ia England, vol-
inteered their aid, and thai a comiderable addition¬
al ram was railed in furtherance of the effort
On the 18th of April, 1_57, Lady Franklin offered

the command of the proposed expedition to Capt
_l*CM__ock, by whom it waa most cheerfully sc-

septed. A better choice could bar ily have been
made. Capl M'Clintock had already served la
three eoniecntiTe expedition! from 18.8 to 1854;
wu convenant with ill the detaili of the _e_r__e;
aras deeply interested in the cause; and bad emi¬
nently d-iting-'uhed himielf in the voyages of Sir
John Ross and Capt Auitin, and especially in his
B_rteo_tre Joorneyi on the iee, when Msoeiated with
C.vptKeQ-tt

Tbe aorew-yacht Fox, of 177 tuns burden, wt
had been purchased for the enterprise, wa« pla
at hii disposai, and arrangement! made to ape»
refit her for the voyage. Her velvet hangings
rplendid furniture were, of course, removed;
large skylight* and capacious ladder-ways were

iueed to limits more suitable to a polar clime;
abole vessel waa externally sheathed with «?

planking, and internally fortified by strong en

beams, longitudinal beams, iron stanobeona, i

diagonal fastenings; the false keel was takea
the «lender hraai propeller replaced by a more n

«ive iron one, the boiler taken out, altered, and

larged; the sharp stem caied in iron, until
resembled a ponderous chisel set up edgeways;
the whole rig of the yacht adapted to hor new

hazardous duties. The strictest economy \

necessarily observed in the internal fitting u;
tbe vessel. The officers were crammod into li
Sabino, hardly better than pigeon-hole«, in or

to make room for provision! aud itores. 1
mess-room for five peneni meaaured light Í

iquare. The only apparatus for heating the ya
waa a few very small stoves.
As soon as the design of the enterprise waa mi

known, many old «hipmatea of Capt. M'Clinto
in previoui Arctic voyagei, offered their servie
and in this way an excellent crew was obtalm
.eventeen out of the twenty« five penóos of wh<
it was composed having already served in the A
tic search. The second in commnnd was Liei
W. B. Hobson, an officer distinguished in Arc
service. An intelligent commander in the merca

tile marine, Capt. Young, who had been active
employed in the Black Sea during the greater pi
of the Crimean campaign, joined the expedition
sailing-master. Dr. David Walker volunteered f
the post of surgeon and naturalist; and just befo
tailing, Carl Peterecn, the Esquimaux interpret
for Capt. Penny and Dr. Kane, arrived from C
penbagen to take part in the enterprise.

Provisions sufficient for twenty-eight mont
were taken on board, including preserved veget
bles, lemon juice, and pickle«, for daily cousumptio
and preserved meats for every third day, togeithi
with aa large a aupply of Ailsop's stoutest ale
room could be found for. Several tuns of pern¬
ean were added to the stores, composed of pria
beef cut into thin slices and dried over a wood fir
then pounded up and mixed with about aa equ
weight of melted beef fat.

Tlie litre vessel sailed from Aberdeen on the fir
of July, and arrived in Melville Bay on tbe twelfl
.f August Thus far the voyage had been withoi

difficulty, but here the ice began to pre«« in, cove

ing the whole bay toward the Berth, quite in th
iteep face of tbe great glacier which take« the pla*
of the coast line. Tbe appearance of thia stupor
¦oua glacier, extending its unbroken length for I

or .Ml mile«, waa m the highest degree inposini
It« sea-cliffs, at the distance of 5 or 6 mile«, aeeme

ceniparativkly low, yet the icebergs detached froi
it were of the loftiest description. The far-off oui

line seen against the eastern sky, had a faint ting
ef yellow; it wa« almost horixontal, and of ut

known distance and elevation. There was aa ur

usual dearth of binls and seal«; everything aroan

wa» painfully still, except when an occasional iceber
was split off from the parent glacier; when a rurr

bting crash wai heard, like distant thunder.
Arter several ineffectual attempts to escape fror

Ike lai, it became apparent, before the close of Au

gust, that the vessel would be compelled to wirkte
m the pack. The dreary season passed away mor

cheerfully than one would imagine; Christmas w»i

celebrated by a general festival; hua«, plum-pud
dings, preserved gooseberries and apple«, nut«

sweetmeats, and Burton ale graced the «aerr;
board ; tbe officers joining with the crew in th»
oonvivial enjoyments of the day. Nor was the ar

rival of the New Year permitted to pas« wlthou
" observance due." Exactly at midnight, thi
band, consisting of two flute« and an accorJeon
»truck up a lively tune at tho door of the captain,
and a prooession was formed of amateur« in gro

fflfffffS apparel, armed with frying-pans, gridirons,
kettle«, pet« and pan«, with which to add to th«
charm« of the comvrt

After almost incredible perils, the vessel wai

»nee more in the open tea, on the ¿lith of April,
having been carried back by the floating ice nearly
fourteen hundred mile«, the longeât drift on record.
Steering for HoWteinborg, the expedition sifeiy ar¬

rived at that place in two days, where they ru-

oakied a little mere than a week to refresh and refit
the crew. They left Holaternborg on the 8th ol

May, and proceeding steadily northward, arrived
once more in Melville Bay in about thirty dayi
The latter part of August wai ipent in itruggling
with the ice in Bellot Streit, a narrow passage be¬
tween North Somerset and Boothia Felix, and after
five different attempt«, they succe4«ded in steaming
through oa Sept. tí, and made fast to the ice across

its v. cetera outlet, at a distance of two miles from
the shore. The ice wa« ia large, «tout field«, of
more than one Winter'« growth, apparently immov¬
able in consequence of the numerous ¡«lets and rocks
which rose through and held it fast Here they
took up their quarten for a »»«coud Arctic Winter.

During the early part of September, CapUin
M'Clintock waa employ ed in preparing provision«
ind equipment« for traveling parties on aledges,
.rith which he determined tomake a thorough search,
in the Spring. The plan included three eopa-
rate routes and partie« of four men, commanded
respectively by himaelf, Lieut Hobion, and Capt.
Young, a dog-iledge and driver being attached
to each party. Capt. M'Clintock'« route waa

arranged for the Great Fish River and the shores
of King William'! Island, both in going and re¬

turning. He was to be accompanied by Pe-
tersen ai a guide and interpreter. Lieut Hob-
son was to explore the western coast of Boothia aa

far as the magnetic pole, and at a later period to

proceed westward from Gateihead Island. Capt.
Young was to trace the ihoro of Prince of Wale's
Land, and also examine the region between Four
River Point and Cape Bird. The Winter wore

away, with the usual Arctic monotony ; severe gales
were frequent; the general health of the company
was good; Christmas and New-Year's Day were

celebrated with joyous festivities; the weather grew
more pleasant in the month of January; daylight
began to increase in strength and duration and the
Wintor's gloom to give place to activity and cheer¬
fulness; and on the 26th of January ( triol)) part of
the sun's disc loomed above the horizon. It waa a

glorioui light, and hii frcih beami inspired new
hope and promise. The preparations were now

busy for the traveling parties. The dogs were di¬
vided into three teams of seven «ach, and put
through a generous eouree of feeding. On the
morning of Feb. 17, Capt M'Clintock «et out with
hi« party, aad proceeding by the way of the Long
Lake, made about 20 geographical mile« for the
first day's journey. On the third day the dogs be¬
came lama in consequence of tore feet; the intente
cold having hardened the rarfhoe now beyond
what they could endure; aad though » part of tha

provision« were thrown oft, not more than 12 or

miles could be aec«*4nphahed ia a day. The part
of coons», walked, io that the dogi had only tl
remaining provisions and clothing to drag, yet se

eral of them repeatedly fell down ia fita. T
weather waa almost intolerably severe. A rig*
ou« N. W. wind prevailed, and the thermomet
fell to 4ér° below zero. They traveled every day un
dusk, and were then occupied for a couple of hoi
in building their snow-hut. This consisted of fo
walls about 5. feet high, inclining inward as mu

as posaible; over these the tent wa« laid to form
roof, a« there waa not sufficient time to construe!
dome of snow.
The equipment was a very small brown Holla

tent mackintosh floor-cloth, and felt robes, togeth
with a bag of double blanketings, and a pair
fur boot«, to sleep in, for each man. They wo
mcccasins over tbe pieces of blanket in which tl
feet were wrapped up, and with the exception of
change of this foot gear, carrie. no «pare clothe
The way was !ed by Capt. M'Cliotock in person
Petersen and Thompson foliowed, conducting the
sledge« ; and in tlii» manner they tramped on fi
eight or ten houn without halting, except whi
necessary to disentangle the dog-harness. Whe
they halted for the night, the Captain and Thom|
son usually sawed out the blocks of compact sno.

and carried them to Peteraen, who acted aa th
mster mason in building the «now-hut. Then the dog
had their «upper, it being no easy task to insure th
weaker ones their full share in the general scramble
after this the sledges were unpacked, the proviaiorj
and sleeping gear carried into the but *-d also th
boots, fur mitten», and even the sledge dog-harnes«
to prevent tbe dog» from eating them in the night
The door wai then blocked up with snow, the cook
ir.g lamp lighted, foot-gear changed, diary writtei
up, watchei wound, ileeping bag» wriggled into
pipes lighted, and the merit« of the various dog
discussed until supper wa« ready. The suppe
swallowed, the upper robe or coverlet waa pull«
over, and then to sleep. Next morning cami

breakfast a struggle to get into frozen moccasins
after which the sledges were packed, aud anothei
day's march commenced.
On the tint of March, they encamped in thi

vicinity of the magnetic pole; Capt M'Clintoo.
began to fear that his journey would be in vain;
thus far, no trace« of the Esquimaux had been mel

with; the provisiona were nearly exhausted; sil
out of the fifteen dogs were disabled ; and only on«

more march was possible. In tlis moment of dis¬
couragement, what was the surprise and joy of the

party, on looking back, to aee four men walking
after them. Tbe Captain and Peteraen immedi¬
ately buckled on their revolver« and advanced tt.
meet them. Tbe Esquimau. haltet made faal
their dogi, laid down their »peurs, but betrayed no

astonishment at the sight of the strängen
They had been out upon a seal bunt on the ice, and

were returning home; they fell in readily with the
proposal to joia forces; and under the pretence ol
barter, Capt. M'Clintnch «tain engaged tiem in con¬

versation on the object of his visit- Inquiring with
regard to a navalbutton, which he obtened on on«

of their dresses, be was told that it eame from som<

v. hite peeple whowere starved upon an island wher«
there were salmon in a river, and that the iron
of which their halves were made came from the
same place. One of the mea said he had been to
the island to obtain wood and iron, but none of them
bad leen the white men. Anether man bad been
to Kepulae Bay, and counted on bis fingen seven

individuals of Bae'i party whoa be remembered
having leen. These Esquimaux had nothing to eat,
and no other clothing than their ordinary double
dietee« of fur. Tbey would not eat the biscuit or

salt pork of the party, bat took a small quantity of
bear's blubber and some water. They slept in a

sitting posture, with their heads leaning forward on

their breast«.
The next morning, after traveling about tea

miles fuither, they halted near Cape Victoria, when
a tempting display was made of tbe knives, files,
needle«, «cisaon, beads, «_c , whieh were offered to
the Esquimaux in exchange for anfthing which be¬
longed to the «tarred vahite men. Although the
weather was stormy and bitterly cold, two of them
stripped off their outer coats of reindeer «kin, a_d
bartered them for a knife each. On the morrow,
the entire village population arrived, amounting to
about forty-five aoul«, from aged people to infant«
in arm«, and bartering eo__nenced very briskly.
First of all, the Captain purchased all the relics ef
the loat expedition, consisting of six silver spoous
and forki, a silver medal, belonging to Mr. H.
M'Donald, assistant surgeon, part of a gold chain,
several buttons, and knivei made of the iron and
wood of the wreck, also bows aud arrows con¬

structed of materials obtained from the same source.

One oi tb-ir shit»-'«« was made of two stout pieces
of wood, which m ght have been a boat's keel.
None of them bad seen the whites ; one man said he
had seen their bone« upon the island where they
died, but some were buried.
On the 4th of March, the next day, several na¬

tive« again visited the party. One of them told IV
teisen that a ship with three masts had been crushed

by the ice out in the tea, to the west of King Wil¬
liam's Island, but that all the people landed safely,
lie had a «pear to», feat long, with a staff whieh ap-
peun to have been part of the gunwale of a light
boat
These Esquimaux were all well clothed in rein¬

deer dresse«, and looked clean. They appeared to
have abundance of provisions, but scarcely a icrap
of wood wa« «ten among them which had not come
from the lost expedition. Moat of their «ledge«
were wretched little affair«, consisting of two frozen
rolls of seal-akin«, coated with ice, and attached to
each other by bones, which served aa crosi-bare.
The men were «tout, hearty fellow«, and the women
arrant thieve«, bat all were good-humored and

friendly. The women were decidedly plain; but
not without a certain degree of gentlcneu and
vivacity. They had fine eyes and teeth, a« well aa

very «mall hand«, aud the young girls had a freah
rosy hue not often «ein with olive complexión«.
The mothers carry their infanta on their back«
within their large fur dresses, and where the babes
can only be got at by pulling them out over the
.hnulder.
Tbe party returned to the «hip on the 14th of

March, having in the journey of 25 days traveled
about 360 geographical miles, and complettd the

discovery of the coast line of continental America,
thereby adding about ISO miles to the charts. The
mean temperature throughout the journey wai 30J
below zero.
On the 2d of April, the traveling partiel took a

new itart, insisting of five sledges, twelve mea,
and seventeen dogs, the latter of all size« and

shapes. The load for each man to drag aras fixed
at 200 pounds, and for each dog 100 pounds. The

provisions were ehieflf pemmioan, bistyuit, and tea,
with a «mall addition of boiled pork^ram, and some

tobaooo. The men ware untrained to the wort,
the «ledges heavily lades, aad the march was eoase-
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quently «low and fatiguing. TV lui_tp.i_d._fu m
tinned low, oflsa nnsriy 36° betew ton, tai
timei with cuttimg north wiadi, bright sai, sai I
tensely strong snow glare. The parir wore wtef
ipectaclen, bat almost all mffeied muck frota I
flamed eyes. The faces of tbe men were btutere
their lips and bands cracked, and they were great
disfigured by the combined effect! of bright «un ai

bitterly cold winda. No serious frsst-bitet e

corred, however, but frostbittso facet and nogs
were universal.
On tho 30th of April, in lit 70," N». ttey m

with two families of natives, comprising twelve i
dividual!, being the same people with whom th»
bartered at Cape Victoria in Febroary. The
.now-huti were upoi the ice, three quarten of
mile offibore, and their ooenpatisn was seil-han
ing. A mow bank or bench two feat high, and fil
ing halftbe area ofeach hot was covered with rae
dottr akins, anil formed the family plore of repos»
An angular mow bench served as the kitchen tab.
and just beiide it sat tbe lady of the esUbLuhmet
atteuding the stone lamp which stood thereon, sa

the stone cooking vesstl suspended over it. T_
lamp wai a shallow opea veaael, the fool saal oi
and the wick dried moss. A little seal skin bag <

soft dry moss formsd her tinder box, on which sh
¦truck fire with a lamp of iron pyrites and a broke
file. Tbe file was marked with the Grc. trusses
broad arrow. There were also two large earn

.hovels made of mahogany board, some long ipea
handlet, a bow of Eagliih wood, two preserve»
meat tini, and a deal case which might have no
contained a large teleocope or a barojneter. I
bad no lid, but part of tbe bra. . hinget remained
Among the other articles in postesiion of th<
natives was a knife, with mm indistinct marking
en it, like thoee usually sees on ships' catlaiaei oi

rwordi. This had been picked up on tbe shop
Bear where a ship lay stranded. When found it wu
about the length of a man'a arm, but the Eiqui
maux who picked it up broke it into lengths U
make knivei.

After long inquiry, it wai ascertained that twt

obipt hsd been seen by the nativet of King Wl
iam'i Island; one of them was sees to sink in dees
water; bat the other was forced ob -höre, wben
they supposed the was still r_____ii__ng. Captais
M'Clintoek was also told that the body of a mu

was found on board the ship; that he must kan
been a very large man with long teeth ; that it wu
in the Fall sf tbe year when the ibips were de¬
stroyed ; that all the white people went away to the
" large river," taking a boat or boatt with them-,
snd that in the following Winter their bones wars

found there.
The information thai obtained respecting both

the mining «hip» was most important, and Capt
M'Clintock determined to diicover, if penible, the
stranded ship. Continuing the journey, bo crossed
a wide bay on level ioe, and remarkably imootk,
hard mow. Seven or eight inow bats, recently
abandoned, were found sear the magnetic pole.
Reaching Cape Victoria on the 28th of Apd, Capt
M'Clintock separated from Hobton, taking a son-.-

erly coarse, while tbe latter marched direct (at
Cape Felix, Kir g William's Island. On the 7th of
May, the Captain arrived at a snow-village, ait.
ten or twelve huts, and thirty or forty natives sf
King William's Inland. From them, be porobsaed
lix piecei of silver plate, bearing the cresta or ini¬
tiait of Franklin, Crosier, Fairholmo and McDon¬
ald ; in addition to bows and arrowi of Eagtaá
woodi, and uniform and other buttoni. Harlg
obtained all the relies they postdated, be bartend
for tome seal's fleafa, blubber, freien veniton, dritd
and frozen salmon, at.d aold them «ome of hit pls>-
pies. He was told that it waa five dayi' jotuatf
to the wreck ; that many of the white men dropped
by the way ai they went to tbe Great Biter; _____

some were buried and some were not

Having proceeded as far as Montreal Island, sa

the 19th of May, the party commenced their retira

journey, but for the three folio «ring weeks the mats
led over new ground. On tbe 2-th of Mag, si

they were upon the ibore along which the retreating
crew, must hare marched, they came upon a i_t~___

ik-leton, partly exposed, with bore and there a few
fragmentt of clothing sppearit. through the sasw.

The skeleton wai perfectly bleached, and lying apoa
iti face, the limbt and smaller bones either dissevered
or gnawed away by small aaimtli The ipot, of
eouiie, was carefully examined, t'>e laow ra___rr__,
and every scrap of clothing gathered up. A pocket-
book was found, bat it was froten hard. Tbe rie-
tiin wan evidently t young man, -lightly built »ad
perhapi above the oommoa bight The dress ap¬
peared to be that of a steward, or officer's terrant
tbe loots bow knot in which bis neck-hindksre-t-ef
wai tied not being mod by seamen or officers. Ia
other reapecti the drett confirmed the suppotitioa
as to Lia rank.tbe blue jacket with »lashed ale«.ua
and braided edging, and the pilot oloth great cos.

with plain covered buttoni. There was a clotbet-
bruib near and a bora pocket-comb. Tbe young
msn seemed to have -elected the bare ridge top, as

affording the easiest walking, and to have fallea

upon his face when so exhausted that he could pro¬
ceed no further.
Tbe time had now oome for a revelation of the

most intente interest. About 12 miles from Csps
Hencbel, Capt. M'Clintock foand a tmall caira
built by Hobton'i party, aad containing a nota
directed to himielf. Lieut. Hobton had reached
thii point, about a week previously, withoat bsviag
i_en anything of the wreck or of the natives, bot he
had Itund an invaluable record of the Franklin
Expedition at Point Victory, on tbe N. W. eoait
of King Wüliam'i Island. The record was oa oas

of the printed forms ased in discovery ships fsr the
parpóse of being inclosed in bottles, and being
thrown overboard at sea, in order to aacertsis the
set of the currents. The writing on it stated thai
the Erebus and Terror wintered si Beecby -aland
in 1845-6, in lot 74° 43' N., after hsving^-ieioded
Wellington Channel to bt 77° Kb. o-*d retw-d by
the weat side of Cornwall«! Ialaad, Sir Joha Ifcaak-
lin commanding the expedition. The doct___cr_t
bearing tbe date of May «?-, 1-47, was a_gasd by
Lieut. Gore snd Dei V.ux, the mate. Bit tho
mournful tequel ii to be added. Around tho mar-

giBofthe paper, dated April 25, 1848, tho words
were written by another hand that the Tetter aad
Erebos were deserted on the ___d of April, having
been beset lince September IS, 1846; that SirJohn
Franklin died on the 11th June, 1847, and that the

total lots by deaths in the expedittaa to Iba» date

had been 9 officers and 15 men. Such, . . few

words, was tbe sad tali of all th_.t wo yet k*ow«_
the fate of Sir John Franklin» The Spring «x 1847

found the expedition within 90 miles of the know*
sea off the coast of ABt-rioa; coafident no doabt
after having already in two Masons sailed over 500
miles of previously unexplored waters, of beug ¿Me
in the cornil,g navigable season to piss oyor as short
aa i_vt__-e__uig ipaoe. But this was ait U be.
Within a moath after tbe reoocd waa placed sa

Point Tiotoi7, the gallant and beloved fout-- oí
tbe expedition, Sir Joba FmztUa, am -0*4; .i


